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People spend time near the Miami Rescue Mission Clinic as concerns over COVID-19 continue to spread through 
South Florida on Wednesday. The crowded sleeping arrangements inside the mission concern some homeless people. 


With virus, Miami’s homeless 
have even fewer resources 


m The spread of COVID-19 is making everyday living 
even harder for Miami’s homeless population, which is 
largely elderly or already sick. Social distancing is hard 


in a packed shelter. 


BY JOEY FLECHAS 
AND ALEX HARRIS 


jflechas@miamiherald.com 
aharris@miamiherald.com 


Ron Jones used to spend 
his days at Miami-Dade’s 
public libraries and his 
evenings at the Miami 
Rescue Center’s homeless 
shelter. Then came the 
novel coronavirus. 

Fear of the fast-spread- 
ing virus drove the 64- 
year-old cancer survivor 
back to the streets, on a 
bed steps away from a 
plastic hand-washing 


station that the city set up 
last week. He feels safer 
alongside a busy road in 
Wynwood than inside the 
shelter, where men sleep 
in bunk beds or crammed 
together on the floor. 

“If one of them caught 
it, I’d be right there,” he 
said, demonstrating with 
his hands how close other 
residents are at night. It’s 
nowhere near six feet. “I 
left because I was afraid 
of catching it.” 

Jones, a former house 
painter driven to the 
streets after medical bills 
for his cancer bankrupted 


him two years ago, said 
the shelter has also 
stopped allowing daytime 
drop-ins for showers, and 
the library closing means 
he has no place to charge 
his phone or catch up on 
the latest news about 
COVID-19. 

“We’re stuck out here 
with nothing,” he said. 


Jones’ story underscores : 


the difficulties of surviv- 
ing a pandemic when the 
main directive from gov- 
ernment officials is “stay 


home” and you don’t have : 


one. 


Safeguarding against an : 


outbreak of disease is a 
familiar concept to people 
experiencing homeless- 


SEE HOMELESS, 2A 


More inside 


e Keys to close all hotels 
starting Sunday, 3A 


e Drive-thru testing 
sites opening in 
Broward, 3A 


e Miami ‘Hamilton’ 
attendee tests 
positive, 5A 


e Florida’s notoriously 
stingy jobless benefits 
just got less miserly, 6A 


e American Airlines 
grounds flights, 20A 


e Trump talks to Arison 
about using ships for 
non-virus patients, 20A 


Miami-Dade’s 
cases at 101, 
most of any 
county in Fla. 


m Miami-Dade County has surpassed Broward County 
for the most confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Florida. 


BY AARON LEIBOWITZ 
aleibowitz@miamiherald.com 


The number of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Mia- 
mi-Dade County has en- 
tered the triple digits, hit- 
ting 101 on Thursday night 
and surpassing Broward 


testing options have 
changed the landscape 
statewide. 

Miami-Dade had its first 
drive-thru testing center 
open Wednesday in Cutler 
Bay, and Broward will fol- 
low suit Friday with a site at 
CB Smith Park in Pembroke 
Pines — across the street 


County for the highest from Memorial Hospital 
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ber of cases just two days 
earlier. Nearly half of those 
cases are in Miami-Dade 
and Broward. 

More than 3,200 people 
in Florida have now been 
tested for COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus, as expansion 
to private laboratories and 
the advent of drive-thru 


who had previously tested 
positive for the disease. 
Many questions remain 
about who has been diag- 
nosed with the virus and 
where those people live. On 
Wednesday, state officials 
said the novel coronavirus 
is suspected or confirmed in 


SEE MIAMI, 5A 


Pressure grows on Trump — 
as hospitals sound alarms | 


m President Donald Trump 


called on states to do more to 


secure critically needed 


medical supplies because the 
federal government is not a 


‘shipping clerk. 


BY JILL COLVIN 
AND DEB RIECHMANN 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 


a + 


Insisting the federal govern- 
ment is not a “shipping clerk,” 
President Donald Trump on 
Thursday called on states to do 
more to secure their own crit- 
ically needed masks, ventila- 
tors, and testing supplies as the 


SEE TRUMP, 5A 


DOUG MILLS The New York Times 


President Donald Trump holds a news conference at 
the White House in Washington on Thursday. 


A cascade of warnings 
went unheeded 


m The work done over the past five years demonstrates 
that the government had considerable knowledge 
about the risks of a pandemic and accurately predicted 
the very types of problems that President Donald 
Trump is now scrambling belatedly to address. 


BY DAVID E. SANGER, ERIC 
LIPTON, EILEEN SULLIVAN, 
AND MICHAEL CROWLEY 


The New York Times 


WASHINGTON 


The outbreak of the 
respiratory virus began in 
China and was quickly 
spread around the world by 
air travelers, who ran high 
fevers. In the United States, 
it was first detected in 


Chicago, and 47 days later 


the World Health Organi- 
zation declared a pandem- 
ic. By then it was too late: 
110 million Americans 
were expected to become 
ill, leading to 7.7 million 
hospitalized and 586,000 
dead. 

That scenario, code- 
named “Crimson Conta- 
gion” and imagining an 
influenza pandemic, was 
simulated by the Trump 
administration’s Depart- 


ment of Health and Human 
Services in a series of exer- 
cises that ran from last 
January to August. 

The simulation’s sobering 
results — contained in a 
draft report that was dated 
October 2019 and has not 
previously been reported — 
drove home just how under- 
funded, underprepared, and 
uncoordinated the federal 
government would be for a 
life-or-death battle with a 
virus for which no treatment 
existed. 

Many of the potentially 
deadly consequences of a 


SEE WARNINGS, 2A 


Starting Saturday, we will 
launch a new weekend package 
with expanded newspapers on 
Fridays and Sundays and access 
to the Saturday edition exclu- 
sively online. While we will no 
longer produce a printed news- 
paper on Saturday, we will con- 


Digital Saturdays change starts this week 


tinue to publish the strong inde- 
pendent local journalism you 
expect from the Miami Herald 
online seven days a week. 

If you haven't already done so, 
please activate your digital sub- 
scription and never miss a break- 
ing story. The eEdition is a digital 


replica of the printed edition and 
is ready to read by 6 a.m. and 
often earlier. To learn more 
about the eEdition, visit 
miamiherald.com/eedition. Also 
included are our mobile and 
tablet apps, newsletters and 
more. To start reading the eEdi- 


tion now, log on to 
miamiherald.com/activate and 
follow the easy steps. Speaking 
of newsletters, we're adding a 
Saturday morning newsletter, 
starting this week. 
If you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns related 


to the new delivery meth- 

od, please give us a call at 
800-843-4372 or email us 

at customerservice@ 
miamiherald.com. We will do 
everything possible to ensure 
your satisfaction. 
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